CLIMATE CHANGE VULNERABILITY ASSESSMENTS FOR CITIES IN THE PACIFIC

http://unhabitat.org/urban-initiatives/cities-and-climate-change-initiative /

The Cities and Climate Change Initiative (CCCI) enhances the adaptive capacities and responsive-
ness of local governments to the challenges of climate change. It achieves this by supporting and
promoting stronger governance structures, civil society participation, innovative financing
mechanisms and sustainable construction, as well as designing and implementing targeted strat-
egies and action plans. In partnership with Fiji, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands and
Vanuatu, the long-term goal of the CCCI in the Pacific is to support Pacific Small Island Develop-
ing States (SIDS) in building their climate change adaptation and mitigation capacities through
improved urban management and a range of proven good practices.
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Following completion of the Honiara

Vulnerability Assessment Report, CCCl is

moving into the next phase of the city’s cli-
mate change planning. In December 2014, a
joint team of climate adaptation and flood
engineering experts from RMIT University
and ARCADIS were hosted by UN-Habitat.
and the Ministry of Lands, Housing and

Survey. Their remit was to examine damage

and recovery following severe flash flood-
ing events earlier that year and scope out
potential adaptation options to be prior-
itized in 2015.

Preliminary stakeholder consultations
and site examinations confirmed the find-
ings of the CCCI Vulnerability and Adapta-
tion Assessment (VAA), which mapped
closely to the areas affected by flash flood-
ing in April 2014. As noted by the Perma-
nent Secretary of the Ministry of Lands,
Housing and Survey, a key focus of the ongo-
ing work will be informing the wider com-
munity of these risks. While resourcing in
government departments for planning
around high risk areas remains limited, the
VAA is already being used to inform the re-
wvision of a local planning scheme, with op-
portunities for further legislative and plan-
ning measures part of ongoing discussions
with local government and council repre-
‘sentatives.

An extensive transect walk was conduct-
ed by the team through one of the most vul-
nerable informal settlements in Kola'a, on
the southern edge of central Honiara, with a
focus on water and sanitation options. The
need for local information dissemination
clarifying climate and non-climate impacts
was also identified, with potential commu-
nity engagement activities scoped with
local community leaders. The RMIT Univer-
sity team will be returning to Honiara in
2015 to focus on building the knowledge
and capacity of both the community and the
newly-appointed Honiara City Council to
respond to climate risks, as well as scoping
potential adaptation actions based on
stakeholder objectives and priorities.

http://unhabitat.org/urban-initiatives/cities-and-climate-change-initiative /

Port Vila

A final round of stakeholder consulta-
tions on the Port Vila Climate VAA has been
completed, having been positively received
by the Port Vila Municipal Council Town
Clerk, the National Disaster Management
Office, SHEFA Provincial Council and repre-
sentatives of the NGO community. It is in-
tended that the full report will be put to the
National Advisory Board for Climate Change
and Disaster Risk Reduction early in 2015
prior to its release.
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Extensive mapping of socio-economic data
across the city - a key factor in determining
sensitivity to climate impacts - was posi-
tively received by all stakeholders, and will
allow newly established ward councils to
better understand both climate and non-
Zdimate changes and stressors across the

\RM}T University researchers discussed op-
ns for creating broader community
awa;'eness about the report's findings
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highly active in the informal settlements to
the north of the city.




